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to be wused in future war crimes trials.
Wiesenthal also came to the aid of refugees
who survived the war by serving as the head
of the Jewish Central Committee of the United
States Zone in Austria. This marked the begin-
ning of a long career dedicated to pursuing
those who helped perpetrate the Holocaust.

While the world tried to forget the tragedy
that had unfolded through much of Europe,
Wiesenthal was determined to keep alive the
memory of its victims. He soon abandoned his
previous life as an architect when the Allies
lost interest in prosecuting war criminals.
Wiesenthal himself led the campaign for jus-
tice from his own apartment in Vienna, track-
ing down Nazis around the globe attempting to
escape prosecution. Over 1,100 war criminals
were brought to justice with Wiesenthal’s help,
including the architect of the “Final Solution,”
Adolf Eichmann.

Wiesenthal’s tireless hunt for Nazi war crimi-
nals stemmed from his belief that the world
must never forget the scope of human suf-
fering endured during the Holocaust, lest such
a conflagration take place again in the future.
He declared:

The history of man is the history of
crimes, and history can repeat. So informa-
tion is a defense. Through this we can build,
we must build a defense against repetition.

And so he managed to transform the most
tragic event into a learning experience for all
of humanity. The Simon Wiesenthal Center
based in Los Angeles was established to—
through interactive workshops, exhibits, and
videos—explore issues of prejudice, diversity,
tolerance, and cooperation in the workplace
and in the community. His idea was that
teaching respect for people of different race,
religion, color would be a way of preventing
history from repeating itself.

Though Wiesenthal is no longer with us, his
legacy will be felt for generations to come. In
addition to fighting racism, anti-Semitism, and
genocide, the center that bears his name con-
tinues to investigate hundreds of surviving war
criminals who have escaped justice. And of
course, he reminded us to never forget.

————

NATIONAL ALCOHOL AND DRUG
ADDICTION RECOVERY MONTH

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, as September is
National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery
Month, | would like to share the story of a resi-
dent of the Fourth Congressional District, Wal-
ter Ginter, who is recovering from a drug ad-
diction.

| recently met with Mr. Ginter and heard of
his struggle to overcome his addiction. In addi-
tion to wanting to call attention to the plight of
recovering addicts, he was particularly con-
cerned that as we consider the plight of many
victims of Hurricane Katrina, we ensure that
we pay particular attention to those recovering
from dependency. Since many are in treat-
ment programs, interruption from these pro-
grams can result in setbacks. This is one of
the many, many things that we need to con-
sider as we go forward in rebuilding the lives
of those affected in Louisiana, Mississippi and
Alabama.
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Our country has improved greatly, but we
still have work to do in providing access to
treatment and eliminating the stigma sur-
rounding chemical dependency. | hope this
month of awareness will help us accomplish
this worthy goal.

The following is Mr. Ginter’s story:

My name is Walter Ginter. I am 56 years
old. I own a house in Westport CT. I partici-
pate in civic activities, have a subscription
to the Westport Country Playhouse, and I
am a registered Republican. Most days,
along with hundreds of other Westport resi-
dents, I commute on Metro North Railroad
to NYC. I am indistinguishable from the
other commuters and completely typical in
every way but one. Each day I take medica-
tion for a chronic medical condition. Taking
a maintenance medication is hardly atypi-
cal, I am sure that other commuters take
maintenance medications. The difference is
that I take a medication to treat my opiate
dependence.

I first became opiate dependent in 1971,
when I was in the army. I spent much of the
next 20 years in and out of various treatment
programs in my effort to stop using heroin.
For me, the only treatment that was effec-
tive was methadone maintenance. While on
methadone I got my life together and at-
tained the goal promised by the SAMSHA
matrix, ‘‘a life in the community for every-
one.”

However, every few years, no matter how
well my life was going I felt pressured to
leave methadone treatment. Sometimes the
pressure came from well meaning friends but
mostly from myself. I felt inadequate, weak;
even cowardly. . . . I tried again and again
.. . but each time I left methadone treat-
ment I relapsed.

Eventually, through advocacy, I learned
that opiate addiction wasn’t a moral issue or
a matter of strength or weakness but pri-
marily a brain disorder. The reason I did well
on methadone was because it restored my
normal brain function.

Today, I am Director of Training for the
National Alliance of Methadone Advocates.
Through training and education we are try-
ing to end the stigma experienced by pa-
tients on medication. Some methadone advo-
cates like to say, ‘‘Methadone is Recovery.”
They are wrong! Methadone is not Recovery.
Recovery has nothing to do with taking
medication or not taking medication. Recov-
ery is living a sober, happy, productive life-
style. However, thousands of methadone pa-
tients are living that life and haven’t been
taught anything about recovery.

That is what recovery advocacy is for me.
Teaching and training so that my brothers
and sisters who take medications can start
enjoying life as recovering persons.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
September 15, 2005, | was unable to vote on
agreeing to H. Res. 437, to Establish the Se-
lect Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the
Preparation for and Response to Hurricane
Katrina (rollcall vote 475). Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea.”
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DE-
STROY OUR NATION’S STOCK-
PILE OF DEADLY CHEMICAL
WEAPONS BY APRIL 2007

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak about our responsibility to destroy our
Nation’s stockpile of deadly chemical weapons
by April 2007, while also being forthright about
the costs and time required to comply with this
obligation. This is a commitment that we made
to both the American people and the world
when the Senate ratified the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention (CWC) in 1997. As outlined
by statute, Congress retains a continuing over-
sight role in the CWC’s implementation.

So far, we've destroyed 37 percent of our
total stockpile of chemical weapons. Without a
doubt, the destruction of these chemical weap-
ons is a complicated and costly process. No
one is under the illusion that we will meet the
2007 deadline for complete destruction. Unfor-
tunately, civilian officials in the Department of
Defense have managed, and continue to man-
age, much of this program in a way that has
guaranteed that we will not meet our treaty
obligations by the deadline. In fact, we will be
hard pressed to meet the five-year extension
that we will be forced to apply for in April of
2006. More importantly, the Department of De-
fense continues to mislead Congress and the
public about the true financial cost of, and
time requirements for, complete destruction of
the remaining two-thirds of our chemical
weapons.

| have become intimately involved with this
issue because the Army has proposed to send
four million gallons of VX hydrolysate from
Newport, Indiana to a DuPont facility in New
Jersey where it would be treated and then
dumped into the Delaware River. I've joined
with many of my colleagues from New Jersey
and Delaware to shine a brighter light on this
illogical proposal. | believe that our involve-
ment has provided people who live near the
Delaware River and people in Newport with
much more information about this proposal
than they would have received otherwise. But
we have a long way to go.

At our urging, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency are taking a much
closer look at this proposal. In April of this
year they issued a report that could not rec-
ommend proceeding with the treatment and
disposal at the DuPont facility untii EPA’s
noted deficiencies are addressed. EPA’s
ecologic analysis indicated that there are too
many unknowns to determine whether the
ecologic risk from the discharge of treated VX
hydrolysate to the Delaware River is accept-
able.

As decisions are being made about how to
deal with hydrolysate at other chemical weap-
on sites, specifically the Blue Grass Depot in
Kentucky and the Pueblo Depot in Colorado,
| find it insightful to juxtapose findings by the
Department of Defense related to those sites
with proposals made regarding the hydrolysate
at Newport. The Department of Defense agen-
cy responsible for destroying the weapons at
Blue Grass has determined that shipping hy-
drolysate off-site isn’t worth the trouble. While
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under perfect conditions, off-site treatment
could potentially offer cost and time savings,
the conditions involved with the destruction of
chemical weapons are far from perfect.

With respect to Newport, the battle over off-
site disposal has added at least three years
and an indeterminable amount of taxpayer
money to the final completion and cost of de-
struction of the 1,200 tons of VX stored there.
| have repeatedly called for the release of a
detailed cost-benefit analysis of various de-
struction options for the VX hydrolysate at
Newport, but the Department of Defense re-
fuses to provide this information. Recently the
Department of Defense stated that one option
for treating the VX hydrolysate, supercritical
water oxidation, would add $300 million and
an additional two years. But they provide ab-
solutely no supporting evidence of this claim.
In fact, some say that this method would cost
$30 to $35 million and could be up and run-
ning in a year. Another key fact going
unmentioned is that VX would continue to be
neutralized while an on-site hydrolysate treat-
ment facility is built. After all isn’t neutralization
of the VX the most important thing we want to
accomplish? | call on the Department of De-
fense to provide a detailed justification of this
$300 million dollar claim in addition to why
they think it would add two years to final de-
struction.

For too long the decision making process
for the destruction of our chemical weapons
has been a closed process that hasn’t ade-
quately considered the opinions of affected
communities. | call on Congress to tighten its
oversight of this program and demand a de-
tailed justification of all possible ways to de-
stroy chemical weapon hydrolysate at New-
port, Blue Grass and Pueblo. Those commu-
nities have suffered long enough with the
presence of these deadly weapons. We must
demand a much better justification of why we
should expose new communities to this risk.
As seen by the frustrating and problematic
path that the Department of Defense has fol-
lowed in Newport since September 11, 2001,
the stubborn pursuit of off-site disposal of hy-
drolysate has resulted in longer exposure to
the threat of chemical weapons in our country
while preventing us from meeting our treaty
obligations. It is past due for Congress to take
a much more active role in exercising its Con-
stitutional responsibility of oversight of this ef-
fort.

TRIBUTE TO SIMON WIESENTHAL
HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate Simon Wiesenthal, who passed
away last night at the age of 96. Wiesenthal,
a Holocaust survivor, was responsible for
bringing over 1,100 Nazi war criminals to jus-
tice. Equally as important, he played a major
roll in the founding of the Simon Wiesenthal
Center in Los Angeles and the world re-
nowned Museum of Tolerance, which works
diligently for the defense of human rights and
the Jewish people.

The work of Mr. Wiesenthal is especially im-
portant to my district which is home to one of
the largest concentrations of Holocaust sur-
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vivors in the United States. Just this past
weekend | stood with many of those survivors
and several of their liberators in Skokie, lllinois
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the libera-
tion of the Nazi concentration camps. As the
conscience and voice for not only the Holo-
caust’s 6,000,000 Jewish victims but for the
millions of others who were murdered by the
Nazis as well, Wiesenthal was and will always
remain a hero to our community.

When Simon Wiesenthal was asked why he
chose to pursue the Nazi criminals and, bring
them to justice, Wiesenthal responded, “You
believe in God and life after death. | also be-
lieve. When we come to the other world and
meet the millions of Jews who died in the
camps and they ask us, ‘What have you
done?’, there will be many answers. You will
say, ‘| became a jeweler.’ Another will say, |
have smuggled coffee and American ciga-
rettes.” Another will say, ‘I built houses.” But |
will say, ‘I didn’t forget you'’.”

When the Holocaust came to an end, Simon
Wiesenthal never forgot. And because he be-
came the leading representative of the victims,
determined to bring the perpetrators of his-
tory’s greatest crime to justice, we will never
forget Simon Wiesenthal. Many have noted
that the heinous acts of the Holocaust, for
their scale and brutality, make real justice for
victims and survivors impossible. No punish-
ment, even death for those Nazi criminals who
were later apprehended, could match the hor-
rific misery suffered by Hitler's victims. But,
nonetheless, Simon Wiesenthal's work, his
tireless pursuit of the last century’s most ab-
horrent criminals, brought a measure of justice
and a measure of peace to the Jewish com-
munity. Most importantly, he was a reminder
that “Never Forget” is not a guarantee, but a
pledge, one for which we all share responsi-
bility. Mr. Wiesenthal’s work reminded the
world that crimes against humanity left
unpunished, will be repeated. With the passing
of Simon Wiesenthal, the world now has an
additional responsibility to embrace the les-
sons of the Holocaust and fight hatred and in-
tolerance wherever it exists.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND
HONORING THE LEGACY OF
SIMON WIESENTHAL

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today we mourn
the passing of Simon Wiesenthal, a man who
dedicated his life to the search of fugitive Nazi
war criminals. The ideals of truth and justice
guided his effort to fight anti-Semitism and as
we mourn, we are reminded of our commit-
ment to these ideals as part of our duty to hu-
manity.

Simon Wiesenthal was born on December
31, 1908 in Buczacz, Galicia, then part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire and now part of
Ukraine. He received a degree in architectural
engineering in 1932 from the Technical Uni-
versity of Prague, and in 1936 he began work-
ing at an architectural office in Lvov; he did
not, however, continue his career in architec-
ture. Three years later, with the partition of
Poland and the flood of the Red Army in Lvov,
Simon Wiesenthal began losing family mem-
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bers to German brutality. After escaping sev-
eral near-death situations himself, in 1945
Simon Wiesenthal was liberated by American
forces from the concentration camp of
Mauthausen in Austria.

After almost giving up, Simon Wiesenthal
regained his strength and redefined his life’s
task as a quest for justice. He did not vow to
fight for vengeance. Instead, the goal of his
noble cause was to create a historical memory
that would prevent any repetition of the hor-
rible atrocities committed during the Holo-
caust.

He was instrumental in tracking down fugi-
tive Nazis, and a significant component of his
mission was to pressure governments around
the world to continue their pursuit and perse-
cution of war criminals. The Simon Wiesenthal
Center, an international Jewish human rights
organization dedicated to preserving the mem-
ory of the Holocaust carries on his legacy.

Simon Wiesenthal was committed to the re-
membrance of those who he feared would be
forgotten, and today we become committed to
remembering him. While in Vienna in 1993,
Simon Wiesenthal said, “To young people
here, | am the last. 'm the one who can still
speak. After me, it’s history.” To continue his
mission, we must not forget this history. We
must continue to fight for the same principles
that defined Simon Wiesenthal’s objective. It is
troubling that even today one of the most no-
torious sentiments of the Second World War—
anti-Semitism—has yet to be eradicated. It is
our duty to combat anti-Semitism and all reli-
gious bigotry whenever and wherever it arises.

When asked why he chose to search for
Nazi war criminals instead of continuing a ca-
reer in architecture, Simon Wiesenthal re-
sponded: “You're a religious man. You believe
in God and life after death. | also believe.
When we come to the other world and meet
the millions of Jews who died in the camps
and they ask us, ‘What have you done?’ there
will be many answers. You will say, ‘I became
a jeweler.” Another will say, ‘1 smuggled coffee
and American cigarettes.” Still another will say,
‘I built houses,” but | will say, ‘I didn’t forget
you.””

And today, we must unite to say that we will
not forget Simon Wiesenthal and we, as
strong and responsible human beings, will
carry forth his mission.

——————

SOUTH CAROLINA ENDURES
TRAGIC LOSSES

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, September 14, 2005, the
people of South Carolina endured a tragic loss
in an auto accident killing Circuit Judge Marc
Westbrook and his law clerk, Randall Davis,
Jr. The following obituaries are from The State
newspaper of Columbia, South Carolina, on
September 16, 2005. South Carolina will al-
ways cherish their memories.

JUDGE MARC H. WESTBROOK

Services for Judge Marc H. Westbrook, 58,
of West Columbia, South Carolina, will be
held at 3 p.m. Sunday, September 18, 2005, at
Springdale Baptist Church, officiated by
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